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SUBJECT: POLITICAL MILITARY SITUATION AS OF 6:00 PM LOCAL 

1. DEMONSTRATION AT BELEM: AS OF 4:00 P.M. LOCAL TIME, EMBASSY 
OBSERVER AT PRESIDENT'S BELEM PALACE ESTIMATED THAT THERE WERE 
5,000 DEMONSTRATORS WITH NUMBER GROWING RAPIDLY. NO MILITARY 
WERE OBSERVED AMONG DEMONSTRATORS AND NO SPECIAL SECURITY 
PRECAUTIONS WERE IN EVIDENCE. 

2. LISBON WEATHER IS COOL AND CLEAR. 
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3. PARTY REACTION: POLITICAL PARTIES HAVE REACTED STRONGLY AND 
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PREDICTABLY TO GOVERNMENT S DECISION TO SUSPEND ACTIVITIES. 

SOCIALIST PARTY ISSUED STATEMENT NOV 20 GIVING TOTAL SUPPORT 
TO DECISION. POPULAR DEMOCRATIC PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL SUPPORTED 
SUSPENSION IN NOV 20 PRESS CONFERENCE (SEPTEL). COMMUNIST 
FRONT PORTUGUESE DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT CALLED SUSPENSION 
BLACKMAIL OF REVOLUTIONARY COUNTIL, AND ADHERED TO BELEM DEMONSTRA- 
TION. FAR LEFT UNITARY REVOLUTIONARY FRONT (FUR) ADHERED TO 
BELEM DEMONSTRATION, AND ISSUED STATEMENT THAT "HOUR HAD COME 
TO TOPPLE THE AZEVEDO GOVERNMENT". 

3. PCP CALLS FOR GOVERNMENT RESIGNATION: COMMUNIST PARTY 
(PCP) RELEASED STATEMENT AFTERNOON OF NOV 20 LABELLING COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS DECISION TO SUSPEND ACTIVITIES "BLACKMAIL", 

AND CALLING ON GOVERNMENT TO RESIGN. COMMUNISTS ACCUSED 
GOVERNMENT OF ATTEMPTING TO FORCE CHANGES IN MILITARY COMMAND 
STRUCTURE WHICH WOULD ALLOW THEM TO REPRESS POPULAR MASSES. 

THEY CALLED ON SUPPORTERS TO PARTICIPATE IN ANTI-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRA 
TION AT BELEM. 

4. OTHER REACTIONS: MINISTER OF INDUSTRY ENG. MARQUES DO CARMO (IND). 
RESIGNED FROM GOVERNMENT IN PROTEST OF "DECISION CONTRARY TO 
PROGRESS OF REVOLUTION". INDUSTRY MINISTRY'S THREE INDEPENDENT 
SECRETARIES OF STATE RESIGNED IN SUPPORT OF MINISTER. EMBASSY 

HAD EARLIER HEARD REPORTS THAT MARQUES DO CARMO WAS DUE TO BE 
FIRED FOR INCOMPETENCE. HE WAS A POLITICAL UNKNOWN 
BEFORE APPOINTMENT, AND HAD NO REAL POWER ON COUNCIL OF 
MINISTER. IN EMBASSY EXPERIENCE, MINISTRY AND ITS SECRETARIES 
OF STATE WERE NOT REALLY FUNCTIONING. 

5. PRIME MINISTER AZEVEDO MET FOR THREE HOURS WITH PRESIDENT 
MORNING OF NOV 20. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY EDUCATION MINISTER VITOR 
ALVES, COOPERATION MINISTER VITOR CRESPO, AND JUSTICE MINISTER 

DR. PINHEIRO FARINHA WHO WERE ELECTED BY COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
TO REPRESENT CABINET IN CONVERSATIONS WITH PRESIDENT. UPON 
LEAVING PRESIDENT S OFFICE AT 1 :30 P.M. LOCAL, PRIME MINISTER 
WAS INTERVIEWED BY PRESS. AZEVEDO SAID THAT HE HAD TOLD 
PRESIDENT THAT HE SPOKEN FOR TWO DAYS WITH HIS MINISTERS AND 
THAT HE "IS TIRED OF PLAYING GAMES". HE SAID HE DID NOT COME 
TO GIVE A ULTIMATUM TO THE PRESIDENT AND THAT THE PRESIDENT 
"WILL HAVE TO PONDER HOW HE IS GOING TO RESOLVE THE CRISIS 
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PROVOKED BY THE 6TH GOVERNMENT". ASKED WHAT GAMES HE REFERRED TO, 
AZEVEDO SAID: "I'VE BEEN SEQUESTERED TWO TIMES ALREADY. THAT 
IS ENOUGH. I DON’T LIKE TO BE KIDNAPPED. IT’S SOMETHING THAT 
BOTHER ME, MAN". HE ALSO SAID, "I HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH GENERAL 
OTELO CARVALHO". PINHEIRO DE AZEVEDO RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR 
RECONSTRUCTION OF THE GOVERNMENT BUT SAID RECONSTRUCTION MUST 
BE "GLOBAL" NOT PIECEMEAL, HE WOULD NOT, 

HE SAID, "SACRIFICE PEOPLE" JUST BECAUSE THEY OCCUPIED HOT 
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POINTS SUCH AS MINISTRIES OF LABOR AND INFORMATION. HE SAID 
HE HOPED TO BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN A BALANCE BETWEEN THE POLITICAL 
PARTIES IN THE GOVERNMENT BUT IMPLIED THAT THIS MIGHT NOT BE 
POSSIBLE. 

6. LAST MINUTE DEVELOPMENT AS OF 5:20 P.M. NOV 20: 

DAO WAS INFORMED THAT TRUCK LOADS OF LISBON ARTILLERY REGIMENT ( RALIS 

) 

TROOPS HAVE DEPARTED FROM UNIT AREA AND ARE MOVING TOWARDS 
LISBON. ARTILLERY PIECES HAVE BEEN UNLIMBERED WITHIN UNIT. 

IN TIMES OF CRISIS RALIS NORMALLY AIMS A FEW ARTILLERY PIECE 
WEAPONS AT THE SUPER HIGHWAY LEADING TO TOWN FROM THE NORTH. 

RALIS HAS IN PAST SENT TROOPS TO JOIN DEMONSTRATIONS. 

CARLUCCI 
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